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January meeting will be at the
banquet

The banquet will be held on January 26th at Maggie’s
restaurant in Perrysburg, Located on route 25. The
address 25481 North Dixie hwy. The banquet will
begin at 6:30pm. The cost to attend Banquet will be
$16.00 per person you must RSVP to attend. Please
RSVP to Gary Haydel. Make checks payable to BMW

Riders Of Toledo. Send to Gary at : 134 Vineyard,
Rossford Ohio 43460. You must RSVP. Call
Gary at 419-666-3126 Gary requests money be to
him by January 20th.

Reminder meetings are held normally the second Tuesday of each month.
Officers For 2002

ERgﬁ!DEN I. BART MATHER

137 HANNUM, ROSSFORD OHIO 43460 419-666-2633

VICE-PRESIDENT: DELBERT SCHWAB
48 GREENWOOD, TOLEDO OHIO 43605 419-691-2633

SECRETARY: BETH ‘SCHWARTZ
901 MILLER RD, NORTHWOOD OH 43619 419-836-3708

TREASURER: DON SMITH

27696 OREGON RD #199, PERRYSBERG OH 43551 419-666-2528
ROAD CAPTAIN: GARY HAYDEL

134 VINEYARD , ROSSFORD OHIO 43460 419-666-3125

WEBMASTER: WADE KEMP

11760 SUGAR RIDGE RD. , BOWLING GREEN OH 419-352-0866
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BMW RIDERS OF TOLEDO JANUARY 2002

MINUTES for NOVEMBER

Minutes for October were accepted as prmted in
November newsletter. :

'PRESIDENTS REPORT
Bart described a drive to southern C}hxo that ‘
he and his wife took. Bart and Bill Rouston

.. were talking about getting more orgamzed

- for next years rides. Rally’s , evening rides.
Trying to plan some rides. Gettm0 3 or more
. people together to ride. They are askmg
anyone who would be interested in riding
together please put your name on a list at
next meeting. Then the person organizing a
ride can call the people on the list. They ask
for a list of three places to bring to next
meeting for anyone interested in riding
together. Bart also got letter from BMW
'MOA club coordinater for us to fill outto
continue our charter. This will be completed
by secretary and sentin. R

VE ZE«PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Delbert thanked Gary for letting us use his
house for the meeting. Delbert brought
information on BMWMOA FOUNDATION.
If interested in this. please contact Delbert.
January 12-13th RA Southeastem hotel
campin and meeting. It is in Marietta Ohio
‘call Sheila at 800-331-9337 if interested.

!QCRET ARY REPQR
The newsletter is coming along. Sheits
added some things to their add. They have
storage in the winter and Eric to service
your BMW. Beware there are motorcycle
thieves about protect your bike. There are
currently seven bikes missing in the Toledo
area. Please call me or contact me
concerning any e-mail or address and phone
corrections.

T S R REPOR

We got our depas;ttwback from Ea,st Harbor

- State Park. Disbursements for postage. The
report was accepted as given.

“ “We hed deczdbd on ?aﬂuar\ 19th for
~banquet. That date was taken so banquet i is
" being moved to January 26th. T .
- motorcycle expo will be coming upin - -
- February it’s the first weekend. Anyone

interested in car pooling let us know at next
meeting.
The dates are February Istto 3rd

EBMASTER

Not present.

Committee for patch has not met yet. OK we
are well organized in this department. "
T-shirts still some Remaining.

NEW BUSINESS

Nominations for club officers. Guess what
we are all the same people. Questions
contact any of us . Bart, Delbert, Beth, Don,
Gary, Wade. :

On the following pages is an
article about one of our own
that was in the MOA magazine.
This is an excellent write up
that many of you who do not
get MOA may have not seen.

Please enjoy see you at the banquet.



t was with some sadness that

I saw the notice of Ambassa-

dor Don Arquette’s passing. No

doubt many in the BMW fra-

cernity knew Don (or “Jack™ as
his family called him) better than I buc
[ was privileged to know him in the
early days. [ met Don in 1955, He
and I rode many miles together until T
moved away from Toledo, Chio in 59,
We continued 1o keep in contact buc
as the years passed we gradually lost
touch. We bumped into each other at
a few BMW MOA National Rallies
but the last time I saw him was at che
Duquoin Rally in 1992

Do sold BMWs from 1955 until

sometime in the late "60s. He was pas-
sionate about BMWs and was instru-
mental in getting che brand established
in norchwestern Ohio. (Inscrumental?
He was practically an entire archestral)
BMWs were a tough sell in those days.
The riders of fast British bikes and the
Harley riders (who thought their bikes
were fast) were openly contemptuous
of those “old men’s” machines. It took
a while, but when they found ourt thar
the Beemers could hold their own in
contests of speed, attitudes began to
change.

The firse time [ saw or even heard
of 2 BMY was in 1955 at Borer Bros.
Trivunph & BSA shop in Toledo. Borer
Bros. was as much a social club as ir
was a dealership. Al and Jim Borer
kept the refrigerator scocked with pop
and beer. The riders would help them-
selves, feeding the kitty on the honor

By Robert Lardinais #15772

system. We younger riders would hang
around and listen to the older riders
(anyone over 30) dispense their wisdom
abour motorcycles, Don Arquette had
just rerurned from a rour of duty
with the Army in Germany and had
brought his 1952 R68 home wich him.
He would occasionally drop in at the
shop for an evening of socializing. One
of the regulars had a Sunbeam so I
was not unfamiliar with shaft drive
machines but I was impressed with
BMW whereas [ was not with the Sun-
beamw, 1 had just bought a new BSA
and no one in the area sold BMWs so
at thar time I didn't seriously consider
owning one.

In spring of '56 T was arrending a
funcrion ar the Travelers’ Motorcycle

Club when the head gasket on the BSA
blew. [t was one in a series of problems
that the Beezer had succumbed to and
1 was fed up. Al Borer was tending bar
and [ approached him about trading
for a Triumph.

“See me tomorrow when 'm sober,”
he rold me. “Fair enough,” I thought.
Pd have to see him the next day to
buy a head gasket anyway. Don was
aware that the BSA wasn't rideable and
offered to rake me home. The tiny pil-
lion pad on the rear fender and the
plunger suspension didnt look very
comfortable but [ couldn’t be choosy.
I climbed on and when Don wound
our through the gears and sped down
the highway 1 was impressed. That
BMW was fast and smooth. Incredibly
smooth! The next day [ bought a head
gasker but I didn’t mention trade. Al
didn’r sell what I wanred next.

" Don had acquired the BMW fran-
chise for northwestern Ohio in early
’5G. He sold his first bike to Al Siek,
one of my riding buddies. Al had been
riding a ’S1 Marchless twin and he
rook delivery of a new R50. If I needed
any furcher inducement to swich 1o
BMW, riding with Al provided it. The
more 1 saw of the BMW the better 1
liked it.

Initially, Don sold movorcycles out
of his residence. After he went intw
partnership with Ray Elieff in 1957
they opened a shop in the Point
Place district of Toledo. They also sold
Benelli for a while and then NSU. Ray
had a Zundap KS601 a 600cc shaft



deive fiar twin like the BMW. He soid
© the Zuisdag and they got an K30 as &
demanscator,

The BSA blew its engine in Yel-
lowstone Park in August 56, 1 sold

{a‘.he&p} in Cody, Wyoming and
gode hoine on the back of my buddy
Dave Benore's Triumph T-110. The

Brst L}it‘*g I did afver as:;mﬂg, hum:e 3

was to contact Don and order @ new
R69.

Don was stll working oot of his
‘garage 4t that rime. I can still visualize
mysell helplag Don wipe the cosmo-
tine off the glearming black beauty sit-
ting in his buckyard. For a break-in
mip - hie, Jim Cosgrove {who had a2
1956 BSA Road Rocket), and 1 rode
to Springmill State TParck in sputhern

Indiana. The RE9 praved to be all thar

1 hoped it would—and more,

The' Stih} brothers owned onz of
the two local Harley Davidson safes.
The two younges ones wore abways
uying to suck
against one of theic souped-up lar-
leys. T had jusc over 600 miles on the
Ré9 when one of the brothers canght
me on my BMYW one day and pulled
me over. With him was one of my
neighbors who had cecerndy bought 2
new Harley “74.” Stahl said he was curi-
ats about the new German machine—

SOIEoNe into & tace |

e b

Young Men on

icai}m_ wed,

Since Dow bad the fmu o ride,
he stareed mmﬂf}zmg his R6E, He had
- ndden moto-cross on it in E;Lzropx, and
had eutered a couple endutos after he
returned to the Staces. Some of us rode
up o Windsor, Cnsario with bim one
Sunday and he entered the B6¥ 1n an
enduro theee, He canght the cylinders
besween two closely spaced trzes and
sheared vhe woodruff key in the drive-
shafe. He gor @ ride inw rown and
somehow found a hadwaes open on

a Sunday and boughe a woodiuff key
He repaired the driveshafi and rode
the bﬂv:f back to Talede.

Do started to sev up the R6Y as

o
i
l{ Old Men's Machines
f

a deagseer. The engine had a lot of
mifes oo it and he had bored it out
L1067, Thar was the only work done
co the engine. He instalfed megaphone
exhauses and ‘made vel ocity stacks for

the cartes which he re-jerred. Then
fie worked on figheness, [on remaved
everything that he could, When he was
satisfied that it was running right, he
asled me o ride along on ¢ he RG69 and
cleck him. We wrned it on rogethes

like, was it fust? They wanted 1o clock

rrie. T kenew it was 2 ploy bur | was will- |

'

ing. We rode over the state line wio

Michigan onro a new srerch of fous-
lane highway thar hadn’t been opened
0 v;mfhc yet. The RED had 2 low first
eear and the Harleys got the jump
on me but ! soon caught and passed
them., Stakls bike was souped-up and
was 80ci, Eventually be passed me
but ceulda’™ pull on me. Wi ware
strung out with me in che middle
going an indicated 105mpl. Stahl was
imprassed but [ wasn'; Al Sickls R50
was fiister, “C/'heui somplained ro Dos,
he vold me ta be parlent. He said the
bmx: wias buile ro close wolerances and

would take o iei: more than 608 miles
cak in. Toms skeptical bur he was

"0 b

e s when it Boally did break in |

T )
was no longer disappointed. The R&E
sxined 4 rep

sutatian 3s a bike = be

on a lonely straight road in Michigan
and the old R68 mst Hat ran away
Frow the RE9.

We used w crusy over g Michi-
gan w do bigh-speed runs, not only
i/f:fmwf of e straight fac soads, bus
because Ohio had a speed limir of oaly

50mph whereas me.hzgam was w h,:ib
ever was deemed “safe and proper.”
(The problem was thar your notion of
what was safe and proper might no
comide with the arresting offtcer’.]

Don rade the REE up to the drag
strzg i Tecuaseh, Mich 1@;{}1} thar was
run by the local hot rod dub. A few
purpose-builr deagsters ran there bu
most of the COMPETIors ran streecrods.,
There were snough cars to run differ
ent classes buc the bikes were too fow
to have separate classes, The riders had
to sorr theruselves our and tey not o
pair a 1000ce Vincent against & 125¢c
Allstate. An exception was the dragster

class. Don et ed in that class. AJé
wond It wasn't & fluke: he won more
thau oue trophy. (A photo hung on his
shop wall showing the R68 wwing »
Harley with a blown: engine ba\,k w
the Stare line.) -

~ The Stabls got eri of Don’s mmfi

ified BMW and whichever one had
“clocked” me came calling. He had
done additional work to his hike since
then and challenged Do 1o 2 race, He
rerinded Don that there is no sub-
stitie for cubic inches and offered
put on his sidecar as a handicap, Don
accepred the challenge but rold him o
leave off the sidecar. Thar day, :

nothing of starting
storm. And
he Eﬁ@d@' a pink BMW.

out in a

found our that yaality is an ace ceprable
substiture for cubic inches. Jim Mifler,
the ondy | :lc;v oder i our group,
rold us rhm Stahl was so devastared
thar e mask his bike back to the shf‘xp
where herore it down o v w figure
out what had goue wrong. (Miller E,
swirched ta BMY. In facr. v was
vlm introduced me to vai‘l{« MOALD

Cosgrove rexded his BSA for an RGO
w 1957, Although the R60 wasn'c as
fast anthe RGY, congidering the differ-
ence in price, most people found them
tast cnough. '

Ia Auguse 1957, Don, Jun. and |
rode w0 Phoenix o visic Jims family,
I had « windshield and leather saddle-
bags. Jun had a windshield and a patr
of amspunition boxes. (Cne box held
clean widerweas and the other carried
cigarertes.) Don had neither wind-
shieid nor saddlebags. He strapped 4

te
iw

huge crunk on the back in which he ~—— -

carried enough wols 0. overhaul
BMW



Jiny's stepbrother Ralph ovmed pars
of 2 mountain nerth of Phoenix, so
one day, with Jim's brother Bob niding

passenger o guide us, we explored
Imﬁphs mountain. We rode aver Jeep
and horse trails 1o wn abandoned mine
Tv was here thar Don had e dig our
his tools for the only dme on t.é,gs: irip,
He needed tire ivons to repair a fat on
the B30, Our bides carried ue for end-
{ess miles across the plains, over moun-
tains, through desert hear and nighe
time cotd, and never missed 2 beat.
Don wotked days at the Jeep plant
and worked evenings and Sarurdays ar
the shop. When Don and Ray opened
Cualivy Cycle Sales, 1 began 1w spend
my time there instead of Borer Bros.
Dot patiently turored me i busic
BMW maintenance and minor z-s.p&ix
1 credic him with whatever ability |
hsw o work on my bikes, Of course
[ wasn’t the only one w hang mmmd
the shiop, In way of zgw&mumr of
another longtime BMW rider and

NOA member, Twould Yk ro inchide |

an excerpt from ane of my journals:
“Even during the winter, we would

stt around the shop, huddled near the |
too-small stove. More than one cve- |

1

ning after the less hardy bad arsived by

car (myself included), we would hear |
the roar of a barely-muffled BMW as |

the rider geared down for the cuve |

then Wound it out us he approached

the shop. The door would burst open,
and accompanied by howling wind
and possibly rain or snow, John Szabe
would walk in. John was a vider’s rider;

he wore eeal leathers and thought noth- |

ing of Rtarti-ng o in a stoom. And he

sode a pink BMW. But ler me digress.
ey,

“Before he went inte the UL, As

John rode an old Harley and rook
the cotners sitting steaight up, When |
he was scat to Cenmarny, hi‘ bought |
a 250ce two-stroke Puch and a 1952

R&8, both of which he broughr back

with Rime Fle lesreed o if’&ﬁ} ride
by viding with the Germans. The fissc

rime | saw him after he reruwned. b

was on the Puch. The Puch was & geod

hike bur it was & shug, Nevertheless,
when T rried o follow Joha through

teaffic o ey RED T cowdd b

ér(f§ v ® ﬁ&:p

Young Men on
Old Men’s Machines

ip- He could handle rhar biket

*Bur what about the p:m; BMW
you ask. Well, we called ir pink 1o
rease John bur ir was mow hy*s faven
der. John had it paineed purple m{i it
faded. In these days, BMW's were like

Henry's Pords: any color you wanted

as loag as it was black. Joho ool his
bike and the page from o calendar o
a paint shop in Germany and asked
the painter o paine it ‘thar colon’
The painter Hav-out refused, He ada-
snantly insisted that the only color for
a BMVW was black. John huad o offer
him way too much money before the
man sold our his principles and grudg-
ingly agreed to paint it purple. As he
lefr the shop, John heard the painter
mutter something abour ‘cragy Ameri-
cans,””

Afrer moving to Marion, Ohio in
Noveraber 1959 1 suill tried o keep in
touch with the old gang. Doo began
sunning o NSU in road races and
I rode 1o Mosport, Ontario to wack
him race, 1 don’t think he did aff thas
well bur he had fun,

Sometime in the 605 Don bought
out Ray Blicfts share of the business
and moved Qualiry Cyele Sales o a
new rnodern shop rear bis home.

The Barer brothers
Triumph/BSA dealership and retited
somerire in the 1960s. They prompely
bought BMWs.

Dion sold the BMW dealership in
{1 chids) die late '00s. After thar, we
kingd of lost rouch.

Witk che ascendance of the Jap-
anese bikes the world changed. The
Bt went out of business and Harley
almase did, BMW also suuggled w
g on. Those of us who hung on
along with it saw the company recaver
and prosper. Fe rhaps 1 would have
aventuatly gravizared 1o BMYW an iy
own, hur Don Arguerte pmyfd a ajor
role in bxmgmg me and many othets
HILID Ei‘l‘ai Tlau‘l"i’llt FQOOEr . lllbtl\-:{f_. EJ}
tater, For that, T am exceedingly grate-
fil, Thanks. Don. @:

sold  their
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